EUROPE
chance think that the sources of this feeling are to be traced to your own origin and the humiliations suffered by your father, of which you have lately spoken?"
"I was a child of poor parents/' he said. "From my childhood I have been accustomed to simplicity. If a piece of bread fell on the ground I used to take it up and press it to my lips and eat it. My father finally became steward on the imperial estate. I have had intensive experience of the way in which serving people were treated by officials. I first lived where the idea of agriculture dominated and later on I took part in village handiwork. I may say that I have remained a villager and that I think in the dialect of my village. And the simplicity of that kind of life has also remained with me. There we had no class hatred or class consciousness. I find it wrong that there should be bloated millionaires and that beside them a man dies of hunger. My wife belonged to the social-democratic party and as her collaborator I did much for the party, but I remained outside of it. Parties easily degenerate into intolerance. They become too one-sided and narrow-hearted."
"Anyhow," I said, "you have made a great ex-265